AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

1 . (Currently Amended) A content retrieval device having a multi-call function allowing use 
of a plurality of conn e ction methods for retrieving content data from a server via a communication 
network^ under a suitable connection method, th e said content retrieval device comprising: 

a browser section for generating operable to generate a retrieval request specifying 
locational information of content data to be retrieved presently; 

a protocol control section operable to select, prior to reception of the content data, for 
d e t e rmining a suitable connection method for the content data specified by said browser section 
from among a plurality of connection methods by using of a multi-call function prior to reception 
of the content data ; and 

a communication control section for r eceiving operable to receive the content data 
specified by said browser section from satd- the server under the connection method selected 
d e t e rmin e d by said protocol control section. 

2. (Currently Amended) The content retrieval device according to claim 1 5 wherein the 
content data includes locational information of each of sub-content data which is linked to the 
content data and connection method information indicating a connection method which is suitable 
for each of the sub-content data, 

said browser section e xt r acts is operable to extract the locational information and the 
connection method information of each of the sub-content data by analyzing the r eceived content 
data received by said communication control section , and to then g e ne r at e s generate a retrieval 
request specifying the locational information of the_sub-content data to be retrieved presently, and 

said protocol control section determines is operable to select a suitable connection method 
for reception of the sub-content data specified by said browser section based on the connection 
method information extracted by said browser section. 
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3. (Currently Amended) The content retrieval device according to claim 1, wherein the 
content data includes locational information and a file attribute of each of sub-content data which 
isjinked to the content data, 

the -said content retrieval device further comprises a connection information management 
section for managing operable to manage a connection information table including which includes 
a_description of a suitable connection method in association with the file attribute of the content 
data, 

said browser section extracts is operable to extract a set of the locational information and 
the file attribute of each of the sub-content data by analyzing the received content data and holds 
hold the set as internal information, and to then g e ne r at e s generate a retrieval request specifying 
the locational information of the sub-content data to be retrieved presently, and 

said protocol control section d e t e rmines is operable to select a suitable connection method 
from among a plurality of connection methods by, upon reception of the retrieval request 
generated by said browser section, receiving the file attribute pairing with the locational 
information specified in the retrieval request from said browser section and to then e xt r acting 
extract the suitable connection method pairing with the file attribute received from said browser 
section from said connection information management section. 

4. (Currently Amended) The content retrieval device according to claim 1, wherein 
locational information is allocated to the content data for indicating a storage location of the 
content data in satd -the server, part of the locational information representing a feature of the 
content data, 

the- said content retrieval device further comprises a connection information management 
section for managing operable to manage a connection information table including which includes 
a_description of a suitable connection method in association with the feature of the content data, 
and 

said protocol control section det e rmin e s is operable to select a suitable connection method 
from among a plurality of connection methods by, upon reception of the retrieval request 
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generated by said browser section, receiving the suitable connection method pairing with the part 
of the locational information included in the retrieval request from said connection information 
management section. 

5. (Currently Amended) The content retrieval device according to claim 1, wherein said-the 
server is capabl e of transmitting is operable to transmit a content header including a file attribute 
of the content dat a, as well as in addition to the content data, 

the -said content retrieval device further comprises a connection information management 
section for managing operable to manage a connection information table including which includes 
a_description of a suitable connection method in association with the file attribute of the content 
data, 

said browser section gene r ates is operable to generate a first retrieval request specifying 
locational information of the content data to be retrieved presently, 

u p on reception of th e first retrieval r e qu e st gene r ated by said browser section, said 
protocol control section generat e s is operable to generate, upon reception of the first retrieval 
request generated by said browser section, a second retrieval request for retrieving a content 
header of the content data specified in the first retrieval request, 

said communication control section r e ceives is operable to receive t he content header 
specified in the second retrieval request generated by said protocol control section, and 

said protocol control section d e t e rmin e s is operable to select a suitable connection method 
from among a plurality of connection methods bv extracting the suitable connection method 
pairing with the file attribute included in the content header received by said communication 
control section from said connection information management section. 

6. (Currently Amended) A content retrieval method for retrieving content data from a 
server via a communication network^ unde r a suitabl e connection method among a p lurality of 
connection methods by use of a multi-call function, the said method comprising th e ste p s of : 



5 



generating a content retrieval request specifying locational information of the content data 
to be retrieved presently; 

selecting, prior to reception of the content data, determining a suitable connection method 
for prior to reception of the content data specified by said step of generating of the a-content 
retrieval request from among a plurality of connection methods by using a multi-call function : and 

receiving the content data specified by said step of generating of the a-content retrieval 
request from satt Khe server under the connection method selected d e termined by said ste p of 
d e termining a selecting of the suitable connection method. 

7. (Currently Amended) The content retrieval method according to claim 6, wherein the 
content data includes locational information of each of sub-content data which is linked to the 
content data and a connection method which is suitable for each of the sub-content data, 

said step of generating of the a -content retrieval request extracts the locational information 
and the connection method information of each of the sub-content data by analyzing the received 
content data, and then generates a content retrieval request specifying the locational information 
of the sub-content data to be retrieved presently, and 

said step of determining a selecting of the suitable connection method d e t e rmin e s selects a 
suitable connection method based on the connection method information extracted by said step of 
generating of the ^-content retrieval request. 

8. (Currently Amended) The content retrieval method according to claim 6, wherein the 
content data includes locational information and a file attribute of each of sub-content data which 
is_l inked to the content data, 

a connection information table includin g which includes a description of a suitable 
connection method in association with the file attribute of the content data is managed in advance, 

said st ep of generating a -of the content retrieval request extracts a set of the locational 
information and the file attribute of each of the sub-content data by analyzing the received content 
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data and holds the set as internal information, and then generates a content retrieval request 
specifying the locational information of the sub-content data to be retrieved presently, and 

said st e p of determining a selecting of the suitable connection method d e termines selects a 
suitable connection method from among a plurality of connection methods by, upon reception of 
the content retrieval request generated by said step Degenerating a -of the content retrieval 
request, receiving the file attribute pairing with the locational information specified in the content 
retrieval request from said step Degenerating a-of the content retrieval request, and then 
extracting the suitable connection method pairing with the file attribute received from said step of 
generating a- of the content retrieval request from said- the connection information table. 

9. (Currently Amended) The content retrieval method according to claim 6, wherein 
locational information is allocated to the content data for indicating a storage location of the 
content data in satt Hhe server, part of the locational information representing a feature of the 
content data, 

a connection information table including which includes a description of a suitable 
connection method in association with the feature of the content data is managed in advance, and 

said st e p of det e rmining a selecting of the suitable connection method d e t e rmin e s selects a 
suitable connection method from among a plurality of connection modes by, upon reception of the 
content retrieval request generated by said st ep of generating a -of the content retrieval request, 
extracting the suitable connection method pairing with the part of the locational information 
included in the content retrieval request from said-the connection information table. 

10. (Currently Amended) The content retrieval method according to claim 6, wherein said-the 
server is capable of transmitting operable to transmit a content header including a file attribute of 
content data , as w e ll as in addition to the content data, 

a connection information table including description of a suitable connection method in 
association with the file attribute of the content data is managed in advance[[,]]; 
wherein said thc-method further comprises the ste p s of : 
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u p on re c ep tion of th e content r et r ieval r equ e st gene r ated by said st ep of generating 
a cont e nt retrieval request, generatin g, upon reception of the content retrieval requested 
generated by said generating of the content retrieval request, a header retrieval request for 
retrieving a content header of the content data specified in the content retrieval request; 
and 

receiving the content header specified in the header retrieval request generated by 



wherein said ste p of det e rmining a selecting of the suitable connection method determines 
selects a suitable connection method from among a plurality of connection methods by extracting 
the suitable connection method pairing with the file attribute included in the content header 
received by said step of receiving of the content header from satd -the connection information 
table. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A program-recorded recording medium on which recorded is a 
program for retrieving content data from a server via a communication network^ under a suitable 
conn e ction m e thod among a plurality of connection methods by use of a multi-call function, the 
said method comprising the steps of : 

generating a content retrieval request specifying locational information of the content data 
to be retrieved presently; 

selecting, prior to reception of the content data, d e t e rmining a suitable connection method 
for prior to rece p tion of the content data specified by said step-of generating of the a-content 
retrieval request from among a plurality of connection methods by using a multi-call function ; and 

receiving the content data specified by said st e p of generating of the a-content retrieval 
request from satd- the server under the connection method selected determined by said step of 
d e t e rmining a selecting of the suitable connection method. 

12. (Currently Amended) A program-recorded recording medium according to claim 11, 
wherein the content data includes locational information of each of sub-content data which is 




said g enerating a -of the header retrieval request from satd -the server;[[,~j] and 



linked to the content data and a connection method which is suitable for each of the sub-content 
data, 

said step-of generating of the axontent retrieval request extracts the locational information 
and the connection method information of each of the sub-content data by analyzing the received 
content data, and then generates a content retrieval request specifying the locational information 
of th^sub-content data to be retrieved presently, and 

said step of determining a selecting of the suitable connection method d e t e rmines selects s 
a suitable connection method based on the connection method information extracted by said step 
of generating of the a -content retrieval request. 

13. (Currently Amended) A program-recorded recording medium according to claim 11, 
wherein the content data includes locational information and a file attribute of each of sub-content 
data which is linked to the content data, 

a connection information table includin g which includes a description of a suitable 
connection method in association with the file attribute of the content data is managed in advance, 

said step of generating a~of the content retrieval request extracts a set of the locational 
information and the file attribute of each of the sub-content data by analyzing the received content 
data and holds the set as internal information, and then generates a content retrieval request 
specifying the locational information of the sub-content data to be retrieved presently, and 

said step of determining a selecting of the suitable connection method determines selects a 
suitable connection method from among a plurality of connection methods by, upon reception of 
the content retrieval request generated by said step of generating a-of the content retrieval 
request, receiving the file attribute pairing with the locational information specified in the content 
retrieval request from said step of generating a -of the content retrieval request, and then 
extracting the suitable connection method pairing with the file attribute received from said step of 
generating a- of the content retrieval request from satd-the connection information table. 



9 



14. (Currently Amended) A program-recorded recording medium according to claim 11, 
wherein locational information is allocated to the content data for indicating a storage location of 
the content data in said-the server, part of the locational information representing a feature of the 
content data, 

a connection information table including which includes a description of a suitable 
connection method in association with the feature of the content data is managed in advance, and 

said st e p of d e termining a selecting of the suitable connection method determines selects a 
suitable connection method from among a plurality of connection modes by, upon reception of the 
content retrieval request generated by said step-ofgenerating a- of the content retrieval request, 
extracting the suitable connection method pairing with the part of the locational information 
included in the content retrieval request from said- the connection information table. 

15. (Currently Amended) A program-recorded recording medium according to claim 1 1 , 
wherein satd -the server is ca p abl e of transmitting operable to transmit a content header including a 
file attribute of content data , as well as in addition to the content data, 

a connection information table including description of a suitable connection method in 
association with the file attribute of the content data is managed in advance[[,]]; 
wherein said the-method further comprises the st ep s of : 

upon r eception of the content retrieval request g e n e rated by said step of g e n e rating 
a cont e nt r etrieval request, generatin g, upon reception of the content retrieval requested 
generated by said generating of the content retrieval request, a header retrieval request for 
retrieving a content header of the content data specified in the content retrieval request; 
and 

receiving the content header specified in the header retrieval request generated by 
the step of said g enerating a -of the header retrieval request from sattKhe server; [[,]] and 
wherein said step of determining a selecting of the suitable connection method determin e s 
selects a suitable connection method from among a plurality of connection methods by extracting 
the suitable connection method pairing with the file attribute included in the content header 
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received by said stcp-ofreceiving of the content header from sakHhe connection information 
table. 

16. (Currently Amended) A program for retrieving content data from a server via a 
communication network und er a suitable conn e ction method among a plurality of connection 
methods bv use of a multi-call function, th e said p rogram comprising th e ste p s of : 

generating a content retrieval request specifying locational information of the content data 
to be retrieved presently; 

selecting, prior to reception of the content data, determining a suitable connection method 
for prior to reception of the content data specified by said step-of generating of the a -content 
retrieval request from among a plurality of connection methods bv using a multi-call function : and 

receiving the content data specified by said step-tfpgenerating of the a -content retrieval 
request from sakHhe server under the connection method selected d e termin e d by said step of 
determining a selecting of the suitable connection method. 

17. (Currently Amended) A program according to claim 16, wherein the content data includes 
locational information of each of sub-content data which is linked to the content data and a 
connection method which is suitable for each of the sub-content data, 

said ste p of generating of the a-content retrieval request extracts the locational information 
and the connection method information of each of the sub-content data by analyzing the received 
content data, and then generates a content retrieval request specifying the locational information 
of the sub-content data to be retrieved presently, and 

said ste p of determining a selecting of the suitable connection method determines selects a 
suitable connection method based on the connection method information extracted by said step of 
generating of the a -content retrieval request. 
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18. (Currently Amended) A program according to claim 16, wherein the content data includes 
locational information and a file attribute of each of sub-content data which is linked to the 
content data, 

a connection information table includin g which includes a description of a suitable 
connection method in association with the file attribute of the content data is managed in advance, 

said step-of generating a~of the content retrieval request extracts a set of the locational 
information and the file attribute of each of the sub-content data by analyzing the received content 
data and holds the set as internal information, and then generates a content retrieval request 
specifying the locational information of the_sub-content data to be retrieved presently, and 

said step of d e t e rmining a selecting of the suitable connection method d e t e rmines selects a 
suitable connection method from among a plurality of connection methods by, upon reception of 
the content retrieval request generated by said step of generating a- of the content retrieval 
request, receiving the file attribute pairing with the locational information specified in the content 
retrieval request from said step of generating a -of the content retrieval request, and then 
extracting the suitable connection method pairing with the file attribute received from said step of 
generating a ~of the content retrieval request from satd-the connection information table. 

19. (Currently Amended) A program according to claim 16, wherein locational information is 
allocated to the content data for indicating a storage location of the content data in satd-the 
server, part of the locational information representing a feature of the content data, 

a connection information table including which includes a description of a suitable 
connection method in association with the feature of the content data is managed in advance, and 

said st e p of det e rmining a selecting of the suitable connection method d e t e rmines selects a 
suitable connection method from among a plurality of connection modes by, upon reception of the 
content retrieval request generated by said step of generating a- of the content retrieval request, 
extracting the suitable connection method pairing with the part of the locational information 
included in the content retrieval request from satd-the connection information table. 
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20. (Currently Amended) A program according to claim 1 6, wherein satd-the server is capable 

of transmitting operable to transmit a content header including a file attribute of content data^as 

w e ll as in addition to the content data, 

a connection information table including description of a suitable connection method in 

association with the file attribute of the content data is managed in advanced,]]; 
wherein said the-method further comprises the ste p s of : 

upon reception of the cont e nt re t r i e val request generated by said step of generating 
a cont e nt r etrieval request, generatin g, upon reception of the content retrieval requested 
generated by said generating of the content retrieval request, a header retrieval request for 
retrieving a content header of the content data specified in the content retrieval request; 
and 

receiving the content header specified in the header retrieval request generated by 
the step of said g enerating a -of the header retrieval request from satd-the server;l"|Y|] and 
wherein said st e p of det e rmining a selecting of the suitable connection method d e t e rmin e s 
selects a suitable connection method from among a plurality of connection methods by extracting 
the suitable connection method pairing with the file attribute included in the content header 
received by said st e p of r eceiving of the content header from satd-the connection information 
table. 
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